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He fled in haste. In mountain heights
He placed his trust. Down on the plain
Our host continued the campaign.
On horses that had had their gorge
Of barley, we came 'twixt Saint-George
And Ramleh in two days.16 And then
Camped there awaiting food and men.
And there we had to undergo
Once more fierce onslaughts from the foe,                           7,470
While very heavy rains that fell
Checked us and helped the infidel.
So steadily these rains came dowa
That we took shelter in the town
Of Saint-George, likewise in Ramleh; ir
We camped there, and we made a stay
Of six entire weeks,18 no less,
In great discomfort and distress.
THE   EARL   OF   LEICESTER  LEADS  A  RAID
During the sojourn that we made
In this pkce where we were delayed,                                   7*4-80
There was a combat bravely fought
Which should not rightly be forgot 5
The count of Leicester, doughty knight,
Leftwards, near Saint-George, fought the fight
Against the Turks, who often closed
In, carrying our Christian host
16 The Itinerarium (p. 298) says that the army pitched its tents between St. George
and Ramleh and stayed there for twenty-two days.
17 The Itinerarium (p. 298) gives several details omitted by the Estoire. The host
with King Guy camped at St, George, while the count of St. Pol went to the Casal of
the Baths. On the eve of St. Thomas (December 20) Richard made a foray against
Blanchegarde, which had just been reinforced by three hundred Turks. On the night
of the Holy Innocents (December 28) the Hospitallers and Templars carried out a raid
in the hills near Jerusalem and brought back 200 oxen as booty. King Guy and Stephen
of Turnham left the host and went back to Acre.
18 Ibn al Athir (pt 54) and Abu Chamah (p. 48) agree that the Franks went to
Ramleh on November 22. Abu Chamah says that they stayed there seven weeks, until
January to (p. 49).